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Brief on the PORI’s newly launched “Social Lives Observation Project”

The Hong Kong Public Opinion Research Institute (PORI) will begin in October
2021 to launch a public opinion survey project called the "Social Lives
Observation Project”. PORI hopes to continue to make good use of our public
opinion platform to serve Hong Kong society when the civil society is being
suppressed and the channels for public opinion expression are continually blocked.
All other survey projects of PORI are based on the principles of "democracy" and
"scientific". We hope that the results of public opinion surveys that comply with
strict scientific research principles and meet the technical requirements of
professional polls will be presented in the public domain, so that people from all
walks of life can understand our social environment from multiple perspectives,
understand people's conditions, and understand their expectations and demands.
PORI also hopes to provide some reference data for policy making, for the
development and governance of public institutions, and for the development of
public services.

In the past two years, space for discussing political and social issues concerning
people’s livelihood has been continuously impacted in the Hong Kong Society.
Political issues have become taboos, and platforms for discussing social issues,
people’s livelihoods problems and policy issues have also been narrowing. PORI
strongly believes that under any circumstances, discussions on the livelihood issues
and policy issues that are urgently to be dealt with should not be suffocated or
stopped due to political disputes, public participation should not be taken away in
discussions relating to social and people's livelihood affairs, and policy making
cannot be done behind closed doors.

This newly launched "Social Lives Observation Project™" aims to provide a
platform for discussions in this area with scientific data as the starting point. It is
hoped that all discussions can be continued, and it is also hoped that it will make a
meagre contribution to the continuation of civil society.

PORI has established an opinion panel of more than 100,000 people. For more than
a year, it has become one of the main channels for Hong Kong people to express
their opinions. PORI constantly compares the results of this opinion panel survey
with the data of other territory-wide sampled polls, and adjusts the data weighting
equation to make the opinion group's data closer to the result of random sampling
and make the data more accurate, more representative and more relevant. The
survey topics conducted through the opinion panel platform are also more flexible
and can respond to the most concerned issues in society in real time. In the past



year, the research topics have also been more diverse, many of which involved
social policies and people's livelihood affairs.

We are very pleased to be able to invite Mr. CHEUNG Kwok Che and Mr. KUNG
Wai Sum to be consultants for this "Social Lives Observation Project."

Mr. Cheung Kwok-che was once a member of the Social Welfare Constituency of
the Legislative Council. Mr. Cheung has been engaged in social welfare services
for many years and is a professional social worker with profound qualifications
and experience. He has also served as the President of the Hong Kong Social
Workers’ General Union.

Mr. Kung Wai-sum is a senior professional social worker with many years of
front-line experience. He was also member of academic and concern groups and
has a wealth of knowledge on social policies and people's livelihood issues. Mr.
Kung is currently engaged in social work education in higher education institutes.

Both are senior professionals with rich academic knowledge of social welfare and
people's livelihood affairs and many years of service experience. The PORI
thanked them for their willingness to contribute their insights, expertise, and
experience, and are committed to provide valuable opinions and guidance on
PORTI’s newly launched "Social Lives Observation Project", so that our team could
be more effective in conducting the upcoming monthly opinion group survey on
social and livelihood topics.

Starting from October 2021, a survey project under the "Social Lives Observation
Project” will be conducted every month. After the survey data is analyzed, it will
be released to the public. We will invite consultants of this project and experts
familiar with relevant policy issues to participate in survey data release
conferences and small seminars. This plan is to start from scientific data, discuss in
a democratic manner, present public opinion to the society, and provide diverse
perspectives to all walks of life. It is hoped that the development of Hong Kong's
social policies and social services can be more rational and more responsive to the
expectations, needs and aspirations of the public and society.



