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Press Release on August 23, 2022

PORI releases latest results and wrap up on
social and freedom indicators under
“One Country Two Systems 25-year Mid-term Review”

Special Announcements

The predecessor of Hong Kong Public Opinion Research Institute (PORI) was The Public Opinion
Programme at The University of Hong Kong (HKUPOP). “PORI” in this release can refer to Hong
Kong Public Opinion Research Institute or its predecessor HKUPOP.

PORI launched the “One Country Two Systems 25-year Mid-term Review” in early June. A total of
nine reports have been released up till now, which include reviews on the popularity of officials, June
Fourth Incident, ethnic identity, core social indicators, government popularities, handover
anniversaries, trust and confidence indicators, people’s appraisal of society’s current conditions,
popularity of cross-strait political figures, as well as people’s feelings towards different peoples and
governments. This week, we are going to release our review on freedom indicators. Six more are
expected before the end of the year, another ten in the first half of the next, making a total of 25
reports. Meanwhile, starting from July, we have reduced the frequency of our tracking surveys from
twice to once a month, and from August onwards, our regular press conferences will also be reduced
to twice a month in order to conserve our resources for civic education work. We have already
launched our “PORI Express” column in our website, including latest news of PORI and Q&A. We
will continue to enrich its content, then add more services. In addition, we will release infographics
with more charts and analyses on our social media platforms (including Facebook, Instagram and
Twitter), welcome to follow.

Abstract

PORI successfully interviewed 1,004 Hong Kong residents by a random telephone survey conducted
by real interviewers in early August.

Our latest survey shows that, on a scale of 0 to 10, people’s ratings on the five core social indicators
ranked from the highest to the lowest are “stability”, “rule of law”, “prosperity”, “freedom” and
“democracy”. Their scores are 5.75, 5.74, 5.52, 5.43 and 4.78 respectively. The ratings of “stability”,

“rule of law” and “prosperity” have registered significant increases compared with two months ago,

2 [13

while the ratings of “stability”, “rule of law” and “democracy” have registered record highs since
May 2019. As for the seven non-core social indicators, “public order” got the highest rating,

9% C¢

followed by “social welfare sufficiency”, “civilization” and “corruption-free practices”, while those
of “equality”, “efficiency” and “fairness” are relatively lower. All non-core ratings have increased
significantly over the past six months, while the rating of “social welfare sufficiency” has registered

99 (13 2 (13

a new record high since May 2018, and that of “public order”, “civilization”, “corruption-free

29 <¢

practices”, “equality” and “fairness” have registered new records highs since May 2019.
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As for the ten freedom sub-indicators, freedom of “publication”, “association” and “procession and
demonstration” continue to score lower than 5 marks. Compared with half a year ago, all freedom
indicators except “academic research” and “artistic and literary creation” have increased significantly,
while that of “freedom to strike” has registered a new record high since May 2019, and that of
“religious belief’, “academic research” and “press” have registered new record highs since
September 2019.

In the area of rule of law sub-indicators, the “impartiality of the courts” and “fairness of the judicial
system” have increased significantly compared to half a year ago, and registered record highs since
May 2019. The latest support rating of Chief Justice Andrew Cheung stands at 50.5, which has also
increased significantly compared to half a year ago.

The effective response rate of the survey is 58.6%. The maximum sampling error of ratings is +/-2.7
at 95% confidence level.

Contact Information

Date of survey : 1-9/8/2022

Survey method :  Random telephone survey conducted by real interviewers

Target population :  Cantonese-speaking Hong Kong residents aged 18 or above

Sample size!!! : 1,004 (including 503 landline and 501 mobile samples)

Effective response rate : 58.6%

Sampling error!! . Sampling error of ratings not more than +/-2.7 at 95% conf. level

Weighting method :  Rim-weighted according to figures provided by the Census and Statistics
Department. The gender-age distribution of the Hong Kong population came
from “Mid-year population for 20217, while the educational attainment
(highest level attended) distribution and economic activity status distribution
came from “Women and Men in Hong Kong - Key Statistics (2021 Edition)”.

[1] This figure is the total sample size of the survey. Some questions may only involve a subsample, the size of which
can be found in the tables below.

[2] All error figures in this release are calculated at 95% confidence level. “95% confidence level” means that if we
were to repeat a certain survey 100 times with different random samples, we would expect 95 times having the
population parameter within the respective error margins calculated. Because of sampling errors, when quoting
percentages, journalists should refrain from reporting decimal places, whereas one decimal place can be used when
quoting rating figures.



Latest Figures

Herewith the latest figures of the five core social indicators:

Date of survey 7-11/3/22 | 4-7/4/22 130/4-6/5/22:31/5-5/6/22! 1-9/8/22 ﬁ
Sample size 597-604 602-615 594-605 599-601 509-514 -
Response rate 51.5% 49.8% 41.5% 39.8% 58.6% -
Latest findings Finding Finding Finding Finding Fi’g{i’;f & -
Degree of stability 3.918 5.068! 5.12 5.15 5.75+/-0.23 | +0.60"
Compliance with the rule of law 436 5.148! 5.03 4.85 5.74+/-0.26 | +0.89"/
Degree of prosperity 3.985 4,938 4.87 5.00 5.524/-0.18 | +0.525!
Degree of freedom 4.92 5.340] 5.13 5.13 5.43+/-0.27 | +0.30
Degree of democracy 3.98 4518 427 4.43 4.784/-0.26 | +0.35

[3] The difference between the figure and the result from the previous survey has gone beyond the sampling error at
95% confidence level, meaning that the change is statistically significant prima facie. However, whether the
difference is statistically significant is not the same as whether they are practically useful or meaningful, and
different weighting methods could have been applied in different surveys.

Herewith the latest figures of the seven non-core social indicators:

Date of survey 6-9/7/20 2-5/2/21 | 9-12/8/21 | 7-10/2/22 | 1-9/8/22 ﬁ
Sample size 616-665 650-656 633-642 548-554 507-515 --

Response rate 52.4% 62.9% 49.4% 58.1% 58.6% -

Latest findings Finding Finding Finding Finding Fi’g{i’;f & -

Degree of public order 5.14 5.70 5.99 6.10 6.55+/-0.20 | +0.45'"
Degree of social welfare sufficiency 5.63 5.43 5.54 5.36 6.05+/-0.21 | +0.69"
Degree of civilization 5.4214 5.58 5.57 5.32 6.01+/-0.21 | +0.69""
Degree of corruption-free practices 4.98 5.00 5.04 5.25 5.86+/-0.22 | +0.61'"
Degree of equality 4.62 4.50 439 431 5.34+/-0.21 | +1.03"
Degree of efficiency 5.34 5.08 5.14 4.56" 1 5.30+/-0.20 | +0.74"
Degree of fairness 4.15% 4.23 4.32 431 5.05+/-0.23 | +0.74"

[4] The difference between the figure and the result from the previous survey has gone beyond the sampling error at
95% confidence level, meaning that the change is statistically significant prima facie. However, whether the
difference is statistically significant is not the same as whether they are practically useful or meaningful, and
different weighting methods could have been applied in different surveys.

Herewith the latest figures of the ten freedom sub-indicators:

Date of survey 60720 | 2-5221 | 9-12/8/21 | 7-10/2/22 | 1-9/8/22 | Latest
change
Sample size 583-664 605-656 595-639 549-612 507-515 -
Response rate 52.4% 62.9% 49.4% 58.1% 58.6% -
Latest findings Finding Finding Finding Finding F"Z:;Zf & --
Degree of freedom (repeated listing) |~ 4.841! 5.02 5.11 5.09 5.43+/-0.27 ; +0.34"
Freedom of religious belief 6.710! 6.76 6.83 6.94 7.30+/-0.23 | +0.36""




Date of survey 6:9/7/20 | 2-5/2/21 | 9-12/8/21 | 7-10/2/22 | 1-9/8/22 | Latest
change
Sample size 583-664 605-656 595-639 549-612 507-515 -
Response rate 52.4% 62.9% 49.4% 58.1% 58.6% -
Latest findings Finding Finding Finding Finding Fl’;{;’;f & --
Freedom to enter or leave Hong Kong{  6.50"! 6.08" 6.37 5.6600 1 6.154/-0.28 | +0.48"!
Freedom to engage in 4985 4.88 5.12 544  |5.67+-0.28 +0.23
academic research
Freedom to strike 4,085 434 4.41 4.53 5.44+/-0.30 | +0.92"°
Freedom to engagein 496" 5.21 4.95 529  |5.36+-0.28 +0.07
artistic and literary creation
Freedom of speech 4395 4.63 4.51 4.57 5.20+/-0.30 ; +0.63"/
Freedom of press 4275 438 4.13 434 5.19+/-0.29 | +0.85"
Freedom of publication 4.405) 4.57 3.975 423 4.97+/-0.29 | +0.74"
Freedom of association 4350 4.17 4.07 435 4.86+/-0.32 | +0.51"
Freedom of procession and 3310 331 3.45 3.63 | 4.06+/-0.30 | +0.44"
demonstration

[5] The difference between the figure and the result from the previous survey has gone beyond the sampling error at
95% confidence level, meaning that the change is statistically significant prima facie. However, whether the
difference is statistically significant is not the same as whether they are practically useful or meaningful, and
different weighting methods could have been applied in different surveys.

Herewith the latest figures of the two rule of law sub-indicators and the rating of the Chief Justice:

Date of survey 6:9/720 | 2-52/21 | 9-12/8/21 | 7-10/2/22 | 1-9/8/22 | Latest
change
Sample size 584-643 538-657 | 568-670 | 668-678 507-518 --
Response rate 52.4% 62.9% 49.4% 58.1% 58.6% -
Latest findings Finding Finding Finding Finding F"Z;Zf & --
Compliance with the rule oflaw | |, 4500 | 506" 513 | 5.74+/-0.26 | +0.61'7
(repeated listing)
Impartiality of the courts 4247 4.42 4.98!" 5.03 5.68+/-0.24 | +0.65""
Fairness of the judicial system 4.07" 427 4.40 4.67 5.37+/-0.25 | +0.69'"
Support rating of Chief Justice of 7 7
the Court of Final Appeal” 57.1 42.5 46.1 46.5 50.5+/-2.7 | +4.0/

[6] The Chief Justice of the Court of Final Appeal before January 2021 was Geoffrey Ma, after that it was Andrew Cheung.

[7] The difference between the figure and the result from the previous survey has gone beyond the sampling error at
95% confidence level, meaning that the change is statistically significant prima facie. However, whether the
difference is statistically significant is not the same as whether they are practically useful or meaningful, and
different weighting methods could have been applied in different surveys.

On a scale of 0 to 10, people’s ratings on the five core social indicators ranked from the highest to the
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lowest are “stability”, “rule of law”, “prosperity”, “freedom” and “democracy”. Their scores are 5.75,
5.74, 5.52, 5.43 and 4.78 respectively. The ratings of “stability”, “rule of law” and “prosperity” have

registered significant increases compared with two months ago, while the ratings of “stability”, “rule
of law” and “democracy” have registered record highs since May 2019.

As for the seven non-core indicators, “public order” got the highest rating with 6.55 marks, followed
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by “social welfare sufficiency”, “civilization” and “corruption-free practices”, at 6.05, 6.01 and 5.86

marks respectively. “Equality”, “efficiency” and “fairness” got relatively lower ratings, which stand
at 5.34, 5.30 and 5.05 marks respectively. All non-core indicators have increased significantly over
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the past six months, while the rating of “social welfare sufficiency” has registered a new record high
since May 2018, and that of “public order”, “civilization”, “corruption-free practices

“fairness” have registered new records highs since May 2019.
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, “equality” and

As for the freedom sub-indicators, the top 3 go to freedoms of “religious belief”, “entering or leaving
Hong Kong” and ‘“academic research”, with 7.30, 6.15 and 5.67 marks respectively, followed by
“freedom to strike”, freedom of “artistic and literary creation”, “speech”, “press”, “publication” and
“association”, with 5.44, 5.36, 5.20, 5.19, 4.97 and 4.86 marks respectively, while freedom of
“procession and demonstration” ranks at the bottom, scoring 4.06 marks only. Compared with the
last survey, all freedom indicators except “academic research” and “artistic and literary creation”
have increased significantly, while that of “freedom to strike” has registered a new record high since
May 2019, and that of “religious belief”, “academic research” and “press” have registered new

record highs since September 2019.

As for the two rule of law sub-indicators, “impartiality of the courts” got 5.68 marks, while “fairness
of the judicial system” got 5.37 marks, both having increased significantly compared to half a year
ago and registering record highs since May 2019. As for Chief Justice Andrew Cheung, his support
rating is 50.5 on a scale of 0 to 100, which has also increased significantly compared to half a year
ago.

Opinion Daily

In 2007, PORI started collaborating with Wisers Information Limited whereby Wisers supplies to
PORI a record of significant events of that day according to the research method designed by PORI.
These daily entries would then become “Opinion Daily” after they are verified by PORI.

For some of the polling items covered in this press release, the previous survey was conducted from
7 to 10 February, 2022 while this survey was conducted from 1 to 9 August, 2022. During this period,
herewith the significant events selected from counting newspaper headlines and commentaries on a
daily basis and covered by at least 25% of the local newspaper articles. Readers can make their own
judgment if these significant events have any impacts to different polling figures.

R/3/22 The government announces new quarantine arrangements for arrivals and introduces new
health code system.

7/8/22 The government disburses the second batch of consumption e-vouchers.

29/7/22 Accident happens during Mirror’s concert.

10/7/22 | The government mulls real-name LeaveHomeSafe registration.

7/7/22 The government suspends flight ban mechanism for individual airline routes.

John Lee establishes four task forces to handle cross-generational poverty, public housing,

6/7/22 land supply and district affairs.

21/6/22 | Power outages occur in Tuen Mun, Yuen Long and Tin Shui Wai.

13/6/22 | The government announces details of the second batch of Consumption Voucher Scheme.

9/6/22 The Legislative Council passes the third reading on the amendment bill on abolishing
offsetting arrangement under Mandatory Provident Fund.

18/5/22 The government releases the 2022 Pay Trend Survey Report.

8/5/22 John Lee is elected as the sixth Chief Executive of Hong Kong with overwhelming votes.

3/5/22 Hong Kong further relaxes social distancing measures on May 19.

14/4/22 | The government begins to relax social distancing measures from April 21.
9/4/22 John Lee declares his bid for Chief Executive election.

4/4/22 Carrie Lam announces that she will not contest the election for the new-term Chief Executive.
The first batch of the new round of electronic consumption vouchers will be distributed on
3/4/22 April 7
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21/3/22 | The government announces the suspension of the compulsory universal testing scheme.

20/3/22 | The government will advance the implementation of stage three Vaccine Pass.

18/3/22 The government announces a new round of Employment Support Scheme.

7/3/22 The government launches the “Declaration System for individuals tested positive for
COVID-19 using Rapid Antigen Test”.

2/3/22 Carrie Lam says citywide lockdown would not be imposed during compulsory universal
testing.

23/2/22 The government delivers the new Budget, and will spend more than HK$170 billion on

counter-cyclical measures.

22/2/22 | The government announces the implementation of compulsory mass testing in March.

18/2/22

Carrie Lam announces the postponement of the Chief Executive Election to May 8 by
invoking the Emergency Regulations Ordinance.

11/2/22 As COVID-19 outbreak continues to grow, a delegation led by John Lee attends the second

Mainland-Hong Kong thematic meeting on COVID-19 pandemic in Shenzhen.

Upcoming Press Releases / Press Conferences (Tentative)

= [Press Release] August 30 (Tuesday) at 14:30
Appraisal of society’s current conditions

Additional Information:

Average ratings of ten freedom indicators across years (1997-2022)
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Among the ten freedom indicators, “religious belief” attained the highest average rating across years,
at 8.34 marks, while that of “freedom to strike” scored the lowest average, at 6.36 only.
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